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when dealing in millions the saving of even a minute
fraction of a penny on each article is a matter of impor-
tance. When the saving is made by improved methods
every one is the gainer, but when the saving is made at
the expense of quality, the gain is at the expense of the
ultimate user. It is bad enough when quality is sacri-
ficed in order to cheapen an article, but it is merely
foolish when, as in the case of modern book papers,
quality is sacrificed for some quite ignoble end.

The public lending libraries buy many books second
hand from the great subscribing libraries. Instead of
each library buying the books it wants direct, the ten-
dency is for the library binders to buy a large number
of second-hand copies of the same book and bind these
up and sell them to the libraries. This is an economical
method, as it is cheaper to re-bind, say, one hundred
copies of a book at one time than it is to re-bind the same
number of copies singly. There is little inducement for
the librarians to buy new books, as they would have to
get most of them re-bound at a library binder's before
they could be put into circulation, and the second-hand
copies are, of course, much cheaper than new ones.
Some few publishers have issued books on good paper
in specially strong bindings for library use. Where this
can be done this is an economical method. The added
factory cost of such strengthened binding is not very
great, but with the publishers9 overhead and selling
expenses added, the additional cost to the buyer is apt
to be a little high; but in spite of this there is no doubt
that publishers can produce books that will give serace-
able library use at considerably lower cost than if such
books were stripped and re-bound by the library binder.